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Richmond Middle School (MS) Scheduling Requirements 
 

Based on a Seven (7) Period Schedule: 
 

Grade 4   Grade 7  
English Language Arts Full Year (R)  English Language Arts Full Year (R) 
Mathematics Full Year (R)  Mathematics Full Year (R) 
Science  Full Year (R)  Science  Full Year (R) 
Social Studies Full Year (R)  Social Studies Full Year (R) 
Art Full Year (R)    
Computers Full Year (R)  Elective Course Offerings (3 Hours per Day): 
Music Full Year (R)  2D Art Semester (E) 
Physical Education Full Year (R)  3D Art Semester (E) 
S.T.E.A.M. Full Year (R)  Augmented Reality Semester (E) 
   Cultures of the Spanish Speaking World Semester (E) 
Grade 5   Multimedia Development Semester (E) 
English Language Arts Full Year (R)  Music Appreciation A Semester (E) 
Mathematics Full Year (R)  Music Appreciation B Semester (E) 
Science  Full Year (R)  Sports Tech Semester (E) 
Social Studies Full Year (R)  Strength and Conditioning Semester (E) 
Art Full Year (R)  Theater Semester (E) 
Computers Full Year (R)  Web Design Semester (E) 
Music Full Year (R)  Algebra 1 (HS) Full Year (E) 
Physical Education Full Year (R)  Band, Intermediate Full Year (E) 
S.T.E.A.M. Full Year (R)  Basic Design (HS) Full Year (E) 
   Choir Full Year (E) 
Grade 6   Computer Programming II Full Year (E) 
English Language Arts Full Year (R)  Physical Education Full Year (E) 
Mathematics Full Year (R)  Physical Education, Advanced Full Year (E) 
Science  Full Year (R)  Spanish Culture Full Year (E) 
Social Studies Full Year (R)  Spanish 1 (HS)  Full Year (E) 
Algebraic Thinking Quarter Year (R)  Grade 8  
Geometry Quarter Year (R)  English Language Arts Full Year (R) 
Reading & Literacy Quarter Year (R)  Mathematics OR Algebra 1 (HS) OR Algebra 2 (HS) Full Year (R) 
Informational Text Quarter Year (R)  Science  Full Year (R) 
Elective Course Offerings (2 Hours per Day):  Social Studies Full Year (R) 

Art Semester (E)  Elective Course Offerings (3 Hours per Day): 
Computers Semester (E)  2D Art Semester (E) 
Music Semester (E)  3D Art Semester (E) 
Physical Education Semester (E)  Augmented Reality Semester (E) 
Spanish Culture & 

Multi-Media 
Semester (E)  Cultures of the Spanish Speaking World Semester (E) 

Beginning Band Full Year (E)  Health (HS) Semester (E) 
Choir Full Year (E)  Multimedia Development Semester (E) 
Computer Programming Full Year (E)  Music Appreciation A Semester (E) 
Physical Education Full Year (E)  Music Appreciation B Semester (E) 
   Sports Tech Semester (E) 

   Strength and Conditioning Semester (E) 
   Theater Semester (E) 
   Web Design Semester (E) 
   Band, Advanced Full Year (E) 
   Basic Design (HS)  Full Year (E) 
   Choir Full Year (E) 
   Physical Education Full Year (E) 
   Physical Education, Advanced Full Year (E) 
   Computer Programming II Full Year (E) 

Courses offered may vary depending on student request, 
teacher availability and teacher certification.  
 
(R) = Required Couse 
(E) = Elective Course Offerings 
(HS) = High School Credit Course 

 Strength and Conditioning Full Year (E) 

 Spanish 1 (HS)  Full Year (E) 

 Spanish 2 (HS)  Full Year (E) 

 Video Production Full Year (E) 
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Educational Development Plans 
 
School personnel shall collaboratively develop an Educational Development Plan (EDP) with each 
student, following the guidance from the Michigan Department of Education.  For students in 
grades K-5 career exploration activities will occur and students in Grade 6 will begin the EDP 
process. 
 
For grade 7 and 8, students selecting a schedule must look not only at the graduation 
requirements but also at their Career Pathways and what will help them with their life after 
graduation.  Students shall use their Educational Development Plan (EDP) using Xello (2020-21) 
or Career Cruising (current) as a resource for selecting courses related to their career plans.  See 
the counselor if you have forgotten your username and password. 
 
Career Pathways are large groups of careers that share similar characteristics and whose 
employment requirements call for many common interests, strengths, and competencies.  Career 
Pathways can assist you in finding your way among the thousands of different occupations 
available to you.  Following a career pathway makes it easier for you to identify career choices 
and can help you develop a plan on how to prepare for your chosen career.   
 
An Educational Development Plan is a living document that each student develops with the 
school district.  The document may not contain all components listed above, depending on the 
age of the pupil and the time of the school year.  The District shall maintain a copy of the plan on 
file. 
 
Educational Development Plans shall be reviewed with the student, parents, and appropriate 
school personnel on an annual basis during the period of course selection.  Students, parents and 
school personnel shall sign the Education Development Plan Review Acknowledgement form on 
an annual basis.   
 
Educational Development Plans shall be reviewed and the acknowledgement form signed by the 
parent prior to enrolling students in virtual-learning, computer-based programs, or reduced 
schedules (as allowed by law).  
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RMS English Language Arts Course Descriptions 
 

English Language Arts (ELA) ς Grade 4 

Course ID: LS4012 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 

 
Course Description: This course covers the State of Michigan ELA 4th grade standards:  
 

¶ Reading Standards for Literature, which includes Key Ideas and Details, Craft and 
Structure, Integration of Knowledge and Ideas, and Range of Reading and Level of Text 
Complexity; Speaking and Listening, which includes Comprehension and Collaboration, 
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas;  

¶ Foundational Skills which includes Phonics, Word Recognition and Fluency 

¶ Informational Text, which includes Key Ideas and Details, Craft and Structure, 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas, and Range of Reading and Level of Text 
complexity 

¶ Language, which includes Conventions of Standard English, Knowledge of Language, 
and Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

¶ Writing Standards, which includes Text Types and Purposes, Productions and 
Distribution of Writing, Research to Build and Present Knowledge, and Range of 
Writing 

 
 

English Language Arts (ELA) ς Grade 5 

Course ID: MS5021/MS5022 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description: This course covers the State of Michigan ELA 5th grade standards: 
 

¶ Reading Standards for Literature, which includes Key Ideas and Details, Craft and 
Structure, Integration of Knowledge and Ideas, and Range of Reading and Level of Text 
Complexity; Speaking and Listening, which includes Comprehension and Collaboration, 
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas;  

¶ Foundational Skills which includes Phonics, Word Recognition and Fluency 

¶ Informational Text, which includes Key Ideas and Details, Craft and Structure, 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas, and Range of Reading and Level of Text 
complexity 

¶ Language, which includes Conventions of Standard English, Knowledge of Language, 
and Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

¶ Writing Standards, which includes Text Types and Purposes, Productions and 
Distribution of Writing, Research to Build and Present Knowledge, and Range of 
Writing 
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English Language Arts (ELA) ς Grade 6 

Course ID: MS6201/MS6202 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description: This course covers the State of Michigan ELA 6th grade standards: 
 

¶ Reading Standards for Literature, which includes Key Ideas and Details, Craft and 
Structure, Integration of Knowledge and Ideas, and Range of Reading and Level of 
Text Complexity; Speaking and Listening, which includes Comprehension and 
Collaboration, Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas;  

¶ Foundational Skills which includes Phonics, Word Recognition and Fluency 

¶ Informational Text, which includes Key Ideas and Details, Craft and Structure, 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas, and Range of Reading and Level of Text 
complexity 

¶ Language, which includes Conventions of Standard English, Knowledge of 
Language, and Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

¶ Writing Standards, which includes Text Types and Purposes, Productions and 
Distribution of Writing, Research to Build and Present Knowledge, and Range of 
Writing 

 
 
Informational Text ς Grade 6 

Course ID: MS6362 | Quarter Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
  

Course Description:  The Michigan Curriculum asks students to read stories and literature, 
as well as more complex texts that provide facts and background knowledge in areas such 
as science and social studies. In this class, students will be challenged and asked questions 
ǘƘŀǘ ǇǳǎƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǊŜŦŜǊ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ǊŜŀŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ-thinking, problem-
solving, and analytical skills that are required for success in college, career, and life. The 
Michigan Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social 
Studies will be approached through the study of culture. Adolescent literacy practices will 
be integrated throughout lessons.  Students will engage in a variety of scaffolded note-
taking activities and read selections of informational texts and visual data. Research 
opportunities, reading strategies, and writing exercises are deliberately placed to support 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜΦ      
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Reading & Literacy ς Grade 6 

Course ID: MS6361 | Quarter Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description: 6th Grade Reading/Literacy class will focus on specific content area 
reading strategies to strengthen comprehension, critical-thinking, problem-solving, and 
analytical skills.  Students will engage in a variety of activities and apply these strategies 
to a range of informational text selections and historical fiction. 

 
 
English Language Arts (ELA) ς Grade 7 

Course ID: MS7201/MS7202 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description: This course covers the State of Michigan ELA 7th grade standards: 
 

¶ Reading Standards for Literature, which includes Key Ideas and Details, Craft and 
Structure, Integration of Knowledge and Ideas, and Range of Reading and Level of 
Text Complexity; Speaking and Listening, which includes Comprehension and 
Collaboration, Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas;  

¶ Foundational Skills which includes Phonics, Word Recognition and Fluency 

¶ Informational Text, which includes Key Ideas and Details, Craft and Structure, 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas, and Range of Reading and Level of Text 
complexity 

¶ Language, which includes Conventions of Standard English, Knowledge of 
Language, and Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

¶ Writing Standards, which includes Text Types and Purposes, Productions and 
Distribution of Writing, Research to Build and Present Knowledge, and Range of 
Writing 
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English Language Arts (ELA) ς Grade 8 

Course ID: MS8201/MS8202 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description: This course covers the State of Michigan ELA 8th grade standards: 
 

¶ Reading Standards for Literature, which includes Key Ideas and Details, Craft and 
Structure, Integration of Knowledge and Ideas, and Range of Reading and Level 
of Text Complexity; Speaking and Listening, which includes Comprehension and 
Collaboration, Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas;  

¶ Foundational Skills which includes Phonics, Word Recognition and Fluency 

¶ Informational Text, which includes Key Ideas and Details, Craft and Structure, 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas, and Range of Reading and Level of Text 
complexity 

¶ Language, which includes Conventions of Standard English, Knowledge of 
Language, and Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

¶ Writing Standards, which includes Text Types and Purposes, Productions and 
Distribution of Writing, Research to Build and Present Knowledge, and Range of 
Writing 
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RMS Mathematics Course Descriptions 
 

Mathematics ς Grade 4 

Course ID: LS4020 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description:  4th grade math will focus on four critical areas: (1) developing deep 
knowledge of place value, and developing fluency with multiplication and division up to 3 
and 4 digits; introducing  addition and subtraction of fractions; (2) integrating decimal 
fractions into the place value system and developing understanding of operations with 
decimals to hundredths, and developing fluency with whole number and decimal 
operations; and (3) developing an understanding of geometric principals including 
knowledge of and addition/subtraction of angles; comparisons and contrasts in triangles, 
quadrilaterals, and polygons. (4) developing deep knowledge of problem-solving word 
problems with regards to addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division, to include 
multistep problems.  
 
 

Mathematics ς Grade 5 

Course ID: MS5101/MS5102 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description:  5th grade math will focus on three critical areas: (1) developing fluency 
with addition and subtraction of fractions, and developing understanding of the 
multiplication of fractions and of division of fractions in limited cases (unit fractions 
divided by whole numbers and whole numbers divided by unit fractions); (2) extending 
division to 2-digit divisors, integrating decimal fractions into the place value system and 
developing understanding of operations with decimals to hundredths, and developing 
fluency with whole number and decimal operations; and (3) developing understanding of 
volume. 
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Mathematics ς Grade 6 

Course ID: MS6101/MS6102 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description:  6th grade math students will utilize CPM Core Connections, which is 
the problem-based instructional program we use to deliver the CCSS Standards for 
Mathematical Practices in sixth grade.  All lessons in CPM integrate the CCSS Standards 
on a daily basis allowing students to tackle mathematical ideas, employ problem solving 
strategies, question, investigate, analyze, construct evidence, and communicate with 
others to justify their thinking.  Students often learn in collaboration with their peers, 
sharing information, knowledge, and ideas.  The Common Core State Standards for 
Mathematics that are taught in the sixth grade are organized into five core math areas.  
They are as follows: Ratios and Proportional Relationships, the Number System, 
Expressions and Equations, Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. 

 
 
Algebraic Thinking ς Grade 6 

Course ID: MS6611| Quarter Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description:  Using what they already know about solving arithmetic operations, 
students will understand and apply basic algebra concepts in evaluating expressions.  In 
solving an algebraic expression or equation, students will learn to identify the different 
properties presented and to use variables to represent numbers and real-world math 
problems.  Students will be able to identify the parts of an expression using mathematical 
terms (sum, term, product, factor, quotient, and coefficient) and be able to solve one 
variable equations and inequalities. 

 
 
Geometry ς Grade 6 

Course ID: MS6613| Quarter Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description:  This class involves reasoning about relationships among shapes to 
determine area, surface area, and volume. By rearranging and moving pieces, students 
discuss, develop and justify formulas for finding the area of right triangles and 
parallelograms, and the surface area of polygons.  Students will also work with shapes 
that have fractional side lengths. Lastly, students will work on scale drawings and 
construction by drawing polygons in the coordinate plane. 
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Mathematics ς Grade 7 

Course ID: MS7111/MS7112 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description:  7th  grade Math will focus on four critical areas: (1) developing 
understanding of and applying proportional relationships; (2) developing understanding 
of operations with rational numbers and working with expressions and linear equations; 
(3) solving problems involving scale drawings and informal geometric constructions, and 
working with two- and three-dimensional shapes to solve problems involving area, 
surface area, and volume; and (4) drawing inferences about populations based on 
samples. 

 
If a 7th grade students is scheduled into Algebra 1, they are also scheduled into the 
Mathematics-Grade 7 course.  In order for a 7th grade student to only have one math 
course, they must test-out of the Mathematics-Grade 7 course. 

 
 
Algebra 1 (High School Credit) ς Grade 7 or Grade 8 

Course ID: HS5201/HS5202 | Credit: 1.0 ς Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: Mathematics 7, NWEA, M-STEP and Teacher Recommendation 
 

Course Description:  This course covers the language of algebra and its applicationsτ
expressions; equations, inequalities, and systems; functions; linear functions; exponents 
and polynomials, including methods of factoring; quadratic equations and functions; 
exponential and logarithmic functions; data analysis and probability.  

 
 
Mathematics ς Grade 8 

Course ID: MS8111/MS8112 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description:  8th grade Math will focus on three critical areas: (1) formulating and 
reasoning about expressions and equations, including modeling an association in bivariate 
data with a linear equation, and solving linear equations and systems of linear equations; 
(2) grasping the concept of a function and using functions to describe quantitative 
relationships; (3) analyzing two- and three-dimensional space and figures using distance, 
angle, similarity, and congruence, and understanding and applying the Pythagorean 
Theorem. 
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Algebra 2 (High School Credit) ς Grade 8 

Course ID: HS5401/HS5402 | Credit: 1.0 ς Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: Algebra 1, NWEA Assessment, M-STEP and Teacher Recommendation 
 

Course Description:  This course covers the foundations for functions, linear functions, 
quadratic functions, polynomial functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, rational 
and radical functions, some probability and statistics, introduction to conic sections 
sequences and series, and some trigonometric functions.  
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RMS Science Course Descriptions 
 

Science ς Grade 4 

Course ID: LS4030 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description:  4th grade Science will focus on three main disciplines that will be 
covered throughout the school year: Life Science, Earth Science and Physical Science. In 
[ƛŦŜ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƳǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 
and different from life and land. Students will explore food chains and food webs. In Earth 
Science, students will investigate soil composition and the effects of weathering. Students 
will explore landforms through the process of erosion and deposition overtime. In Physical 
Science, Students will investigate the electric current in circuits. They will explore series 
and parallel circuits and compare the functioning of the components in each circuit. They 
will explore magnets and their interactions with materials and each other. Students will 
investigate waves as repeating patterns of motion that transfer energy from place to 
place.  
 
 

Science ς Grade 5 

Course ID: MS5301/MS5302 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
  

Course Description:  5th grade Science will focus on three main disciplines that will be 
covered throughout the school year: Life Science, Earth Science and Physical Science. In 
Life Science, students will think about systems on different scales ς nutrient and transport 
systems within an organism that moves matter and provides energy to the individual 
organism, and feeding relationships in ecosystems that move matter among plants, 
animals, decomposers, and the environment.  In Earth Science, students will discuss the 
relationship between the Sun, Earth and Moon and their movement.  In Physical Science, 
will have experiences with mixtures, solutions of different concentrations, and reactions 
forming new substances. 
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Science ς Grade 6 

Course ID: MS6301/MS6302 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
  

Course Description:  6th grade Science students will gain a greater understanding of the 
nature and structure of scientific knowledge and will learn to recognize evidence and ways 
to think about designing solutions to problems.  In the physical science unit, students 
examine how forces affect the motion of objects, as well as conduct investigations 
demonstrating the transformation between potential and kinetic energy.  In the life 
science unit, students describe the relationships and roles of biotic and abiotic factors 
within ecosystems, using those in the Great Lakes region as local and familiar examples.  
Students in the Common Ancestry and Diversity Unit will analyze and interpret data as 
they look for patterns in fossil records. 
 

Science ς Grade 7 

Course ID: MS7301/MS7302 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
  

Course Description:  7th Grade Science will focus on four main categories.  We start off 
with the transfer of energy by discussing the characteristics of waves, the properties of 
sound and the entire electromagnetic spectrum.  We then move on to an introduction to 
chemistry by covering the properties of matter in general and at the atomic level as well 
as learning the arrangement and main categories of the periodic table.  The third unit is 
ά/Ŝƭƭ ŀƴŘ IŜǊŜŘƛǘȅέΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿay it 
processes energy.  We will also work with genetics and heredity in general.  We will finish 
the year with a unit on weather and climate, discussing the layers of the atmosphere, the 
factors that affect weather, national and global weather patterns and global warming. 

 
Science ς Grade 8 

Course ID: MS8301/MS8302 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
  

Course Description:  8th Grade Science will cover four main categories.  We start the year 
with a lengthy unit on astronomy, learning about the relationship between the Earth, 
Moon and Sun.  During that time we will be discussing the causes of eclipses, seasons and 
tides.  We will also cover our position in the galaxy and universe as well as compare and 
contrast different stars using size temperature and distance from Earth.  The 8th graders 
will then spend a little time adding to their geology knowledge learning about minerals, 
both their formation and properties.  Next will be a unit on water.  We will break down 
the water cycle.  We will also talk about different fresh water resources such as rivers, 
ponds, glaciers and ground water.  We will finish the year with an Environmental unit.  
There we will cover topics concerning land and soil resources as well as finite and 
renewable energy resources.  
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RMS Social Studies Course Descriptions 
 

Social Studies ς Grade 4 

Course ID: LS4040 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description:  4th graders will study history, geography, civics and government, and 
economics of the United States. They will delve into how the United States was formed by 
our founding fathers and the meaning behind our U.S. Constitution. Students will 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ŎƛǾƛŎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ 
learn about the United States as broken into different regions as a way to compare and 
contrast economics, landforms, population, geography, climate, and resources.  
 

 
Social Studies ς Grade 5 

Course ID: MS5041/MS5042 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
  

Course Description: 5th grade social studies content expectations mark a departure from 
the social studies approach taken in previous grades. Building upon the geography, civics 
and government, and economics concepts of the United States mastered in fourth grade 
and historical inquiry from earlier grades, the fifth grade expectations begin a more 
discipline-centered approach concentrating on the early history of the United States. 
Students begin their study of American history with American Indian peoples before the 
arrival of European explorers and conclude with the adoption of the Bill of Rights in 1791. 
Although the content expectations are organized by historical era, they build upon 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ƎǊŀŘŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
require students to apply these concepts within the context of American history. 
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Social Studies ς Grade 6 

Course ID: MS6401/MS6402 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
  

Course Description: 6th grade Social Studies is a geography-based course that introduces 
students to the physical and human geography of the world.  Beginning with a spatial 
perspective, students explore different ways in which the earth has been represented, how 
geographers use specific tools and technologies in geographic inquiry.  They explore 
patterns of natural and human characteristics and use case studies to examine how the 
physical environment has provided both benefits and obstacles to human society.  
Students explore how humans have used, adapted, or modified their environment and the 
consequences.  Students examine a variety of global issues that emanate from human 
activities such as migration and settlement, culture and cultural diffusion, population and 
demographic changes, resource use, and increasing networks of trade and economic 
interdependence.  Students investigate how local, national, and international 
governmental and non-governmental organizations respond to contemporary issues.  The 
curriculum and materials push students to take a global view of their world. 
 

 
Social Studies (World History) ς Grade 7 

Course ID: MS7401/MS7402 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
  

Course Description:  7th Grade World History focuses on ancient world history and 
geography. Students begin their exploration into world history with a focus on historical 
thinking.  Students then investigate human history from the beginning of man until around 
1500. They explore major and significant changes in each era through a chronological 
organization and a study of ancient empires. Students learn about the earliest humans 
and explore early migration and settlement patterns. The course concludes with the study 
of comparative world religions.  
 
 

Social Studies (United States History) ς Grade 8 

Course ID: MS8401/MS8402 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
  

Course Description:  8th Grade United States History studies the history of the United 
States from its beginnings to approximately 1900. Some of the topics studied include: 
Important people in American history, Core Democratic Values and the Constitution of 
the United States, Current Events and Economics, and The 50 States and Capital. In 
ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άǿƘƻ, what, when, and ǿƘŜǊŜέ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ 
on some important recurring themes such as Conflict & Compromise, Cause & Effect, 
Individual Rights, Reform Movements, and Diversity.  
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RMS Art Elective Course Descriptions 
 

Art ς Grade 4 

Course ID: LS4280 | Full Year (One Day per Week) 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description: Students will learn about and use color theory (complimentary and 
tertiary colors) different drawing techniques like basic shapes and blind contour drawing, 
texture, 3-D geometric shapes, positive and negative space and overlapping.  They will 
further their knowledge of different types of art like self-portraits, collages, printing and 
resist.   Famous artists and the art of different cultures will be explored.  
 
 

Art ς Grade 5 

Course ID: MS5010| Full Year (One Day per Week) 
Prerequisites: None 
  

Course Description:  In 5th grade art we will be exploring the very basics of the art creation 
process!  Students practice planning and execution strategies in the arts in a variety of 
mediums. Content such as perspective, color theory, positive and negative space, and the 
elements and principles of art will be covered. Students will create both original and 
guided projects. We will also learn about famous artists and styles within art. Students 
will spend time studying artwork such as Vincent VanGogh, Andy Warhol, and M.C. Escher. 
Students will draw from life, paint, and learn to be uniquely creative this year in art. All 
that is needed is an open mind, to be prepared, and always try your best! 

 
 
Art ς Grade 6 

Course ID: MS6010 | Semester Course 
Prerequisites: None 
  

Course Description:  In 6th grade art we will cover basic design theory using lines, 
symmetry, color, and value. We will also learn about famous artists and styles within art. 
Students will spend time studying artwork as early as the cave paintings and as current as 
Andy Warhol. Students will take a more independent approach to their art creation this 
year. Students will draw from life, paint, and learn to be uniquely creative this year in art. 
All that is needed is an open mind, to be prepared, and always try your best.   
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2-Dimensional Art ς Grade 7 or Grade 8 

Course ID: MS7861| Semester Course 
Prerequisites: None 
  

Course Description: 2D Art is for students who seek a full experience in drawing, painting, 
and printmaking. Students will also study the lives and works of selected two-dimensional 
artists. The course combines art production with extended experiences in art history, 
criticism, and aesthetics. Together the class will learn about the detail and skill involved in 
2-Dimension works of art. Note: This course may only be taken once. 

 
 
3-Dimensional Art ς Grade 7 or Grade 8 

Course ID: MS7871| Semester Course 
Prerequisites: None   
  

Course Description: 3D Art students will seek experiences in both additive and subtractive 
sculpture by using a variety of materials such as clay, fibers, plaster, wood, wire, and 
assorted art materials. The study of selected artists noted for their 3 dimensional works 
will be included. The course combines art production with extended experiences in art 
history, criticism, and aesthetics. This class will be highly experimental and require 
students to bring in some of their own materials. Note: This course may only be taken 
once.   

 
 
Basic Design (High School Credit Course) ς Grade 7 or Grade 8 

Course ID: HS1601/HS1602 | Credit: 1.0 ς Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: Teacher Recommendation  
 

Course Description: The study of basic design principles and elements in two-dimensional 
and three-dimensional design will be explored. First semester is primarily two-
dimensional, and second semester explores three-dimensional work. Students will be 
tested on art vocabulary, the art process, and the Elements and Principles of Design 
throughout the course. The areas that will be explored include shading and drawing 
techniques, experience with painting in tempera and watercolor, design, sculpture and 
papier-mâché/recycled materials, sewing techniques, printmaking, and color theory. The 
course is designed for the student who is interested in exploring and experiencing the 
many areas of art. This course is also a prerequisite for all other art classes. 

 
 

  



2020-21 Richmond Middle School and Richmond High School Course Catalog 
Board of Education approved on February 24, 2020 

Guaranteed Learning for All Students! ς P a g e 20 | 113 
 

RMS Computer & Technology Elective Course Descriptions 
 

Computers ς Grade 4 

Course ID: LS4070 | Full Year (One Day per Week) 
Prerequisites: None 

 
Course Description:  Students will learn in depth how to use Microsoft Word and 
PowerPoint to create media-rich digital projects.  Students will learn strategies for 
researching topics on the internet. Students will focus on proper keyboarding skills as well 
as improving speed and accuracy. Students will have an introduction to Coding.  Students 
will learn about Digital Citizenship and Cyber Safety.  
 
 

Computers ς Grade 5 

Course ID: MS5012 | Full Year (One Day per Week) 
Prerequisites: None 
  

Course Description:  Students in fifth grade computers will focus on improving their typing 
skills. They will also explore a variety of topics including online safety ^ cyberbullying, 
conducting online research and using appropriate citation of sources, creating 
spreadsheets and graphs in Excel, and creating presentations in a variety of forms. 

 
 
Computers ς Grade 6 

Course ID: MS6012 | Semester Course 
Prerequisites: None 
  

Course Description:  Students in sixth grade computers will continue to hone their typing 
skills. Topics covered include a review of online safety, online research, and career 
exploration, using online learning tools and interactives, and creating powerful 
presentations. 

 
 
Augmented Reality ς Grade 7 or Grade 8 

Course ID: MS0781/MS0782| Semester Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description:  Learn to augment the world around you with videos, sound files, 
pictures, and more! Students will learn to create videos, animations, sound files and more, 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ άƘƻǘ ǎǇƻǘǎέ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳƻōƛƭŜ ŘŜǾƛŎŜΦ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ 
includes Aurasma, Daqri, Blippar, and others. Note: This course may only be taken once. 
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Computer Programming I ς Grade 6 

Course ID: MS6521/MS6522 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description:  Students in the programming class will learn a variety of 
programming languages. Students will start with drop and drag programming (Scratch), 
then move on to writing Python code. Activities include creating cell phone apps, 
programming Finch robots, building and programming original Hummingbird robots, and 
using a Makey Makey to create interactive game experiences through programming. 
Students in this class must willing to learn through trial and error, as well as possess above 
average computer skills.  

 
 
Computer Programming II ς Grade 7 or Grade 8 

Course ID: MS7523/7524 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: Teacher Recommendation 
 

Course Description: This is a continuation of 6th grade programming. Students will 
continue with Python programming while learning more advanced concepts. Projects will 
include art-themed projects and basic game design. Note: This course may only be taken 
once. 

 
 
Multimedia Development ς Grade 7 or Grade 8 

Course ID: MS7531| Semester Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description:  Multimedia students will learn to create a myriad of multimedia 
projects. These would include photo editing (basic to advanced), screen casts, video 
editing, podcasting and audio file creation and manipulation, and 2D and 3D animation. 
Students will also create their own augmented reality project that integrates their other 
multimedia projects.  Note: This course may only be taken once. 

 
 
Video Production ς Grade 8 

Course ID: MS7501/MS7502 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description: Video Production students will learn to record and edit video. Tasks 
will include movie trailers, green screen productions, commercials, and, of course, 
producing the RMS Daily News.  
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Web Design ς Grade 7 or Grade 8 

Course ID: MS7521| Semester Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description: Web Design students will learn various aspects of web design, from 
blog creation, WYSIWYG publishing, HTML coding, and CSS styling and JavaScript. 
Students will also learn about mobile publishing, cell phone apps, QR Codes, and 
augmented reality hot spots. Note: This course may only be taken once. 
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RMS Music and Performing Arts Elective Course Descriptions 
 

Music ς Grade 4 

Course ID: LS4050 | Full Year (One Day per Week) 
Prerequisites: None 

 
Course Description:  This is a performing music class that meets once per week and is 
ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ άƛƴƎǊŜŘƛŜƴǘǎέ 
of music such as melody, harmony, notation, texture, style, rhythm and form.  Students 
will explore the basics of music as well as sing, perform on classroom instruments, and 
listen to various examples of music from around the world, including musical theatre. 
 

Music ς Grade 5 

Course ID: MS5015 | Full Year (One Day per Week) 
Prerequisites: None 
  

Course Description: Students will gain basic knowledge and appreciation for a variety of 
music eras, genres, and cultures. This course will also provide students with basic 
knowledge of music literacy using a variety of activities such as vocal music, recorders, 
music theory, and composition.   
 

Music ς Grade 6 

Course ID: MS6033/MS6034 | Semester 
Prerequisites: None 
  

Course Description: Students will gain basic knowledge and appreciation for a variety of 
music eras, genres, and cultures. This course will also provide students with basic 
knowledge of music literacy using a variety of activities such as vocal music, classroom 
instruments, music theory, and composition.   

 
Beginning Band ς Grade 6 or 1st Year Player 

Course ID: MS6701/MS6702 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
  

Course Description: Students will be involved in many learning experiences in middle 
school band. These learning experiences include: (1) learning to read and play music, (2) 
opportunities to be leaders and learning to work together, and (3) gaining a depth of 
musical knowledge while improving their individual skills on their chosen instrument. 
Students will learn techniques for tone production including breathing, embouchure, and 
posture. 6th Grade band repertoire will be suited to the ensemble and will provide a 
challenging and positive learning experience. Students will perform in several required 
concerts throughout the school year.   
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Intermediate Band ς Grade 7 or 2nd Year Player 

Course ID: MS7071/MS7072 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: Beginning Band or Teacher Recommendation based on previous instrumental 
music experience. 

 
Course Description:  Students will build off of the skills and concepts introduced in 
Beginning Band. Students will learn to play music of various styles and genres and expand 
their technical ability on their respective instruments. Students will continue to play with 
a characteristic tone and demonstrate a basic understanding of the elements of music. 
Students will also develop problem-solving and evaluation skills applicable to music. 
Intermediate band repertoire will be suited to the ensemble and will provide a challenging 
and positive learning experience. Students will have the option to participate in additional 
performance opportunities such as solo and ensemble. Students will perform in several 
required concerts throughout the school year. 

 
Advanced Band ς Grade 8 or 3rd Year Player 

Course ID: MS8701/MS8702 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: Intermediate Band or Teacher Recommendation based on previous instrumental 
music experience. 
 

Course Description:  Students will build off of the skills and concepts introduced in 
Intermediate Band. Students will learn to play music of various styles and genres and 
expand their technical ability on their respective instruments. Students will play with a 
characteristic tone and demonstrate an understanding of the elements of music. Students 
will learn leadership and cooperative learning skills in small group sectionals. This course 
will introduce students to marching band in the spring. Students will have the opportunity 
to participate in optional performance opportunities such as solo and ensemble. Students 
will perform in several required concerts throughout the school year.  

 
Choir ς Grade 6 

Course ID: MS6051/MS6052 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description:  This is a non-auditioned mixed ensemble open to anyone with the 
desire to sing and begin a basic study of music fundamentals. Students will learn 
techniques for tone production, including but not limited to: breathing techniques, singing 
posture, and proper diction. Students will learn music theory including note values, 
rhythms, solfeggio, pitch syllables and Curwen hand signs. Students will sing unison and 
two part music while experiencing singing in an ensemble. 6th Grade Choir will sing a 
varied repertoire, featuring both sacred and secular music representing different historical 
eras. Repertoire will be suited to the ensemble and will provide a challenging and positive 
learning experience. Students will perform in several required concerts throughout the 
school year.   



2020-21 Richmond Middle School and Richmond High School Course Catalog 
Board of Education approved on February 24, 2020 

Guaranteed Learning for All Students! ς P a g e 25 | 113 
 

Choir ς Grade 7 

Course ID: MS7051/MS7052 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description:  This is a non-auditioned mixed ensemble open to anyone with the 
desire to sing and begin a basic study of music fundamentals. Students will learn 
techniques for tone production, including but not limited to: breathing techniques, singing 
posture, and proper diction. Students will learn music theory including note values, 
rhythms, solfeggio, pitch syllables, and Curwen hand signs. Students will sing unison, two, 
and three part music and experience singing in an ensemble. Students will also learn sight-
reading techniques. Middle School Choir will sing a varied repertoire, featuring both 
sacred and secular music representing different historical eras. Repertoire will be suited 
to the ensemble and will provide a challenging and positive learning experience. Students 
will have the option to participate in additional performance opportunities such as solo 
and ensemble and workshops. Students will perform in several required concerts 
throughout the school year.  
 
 

Choir ς Grade 8 (Blended Choir Grade 7 and 8) 

Course ID: MS7851/MS7852 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description:  This is a non-auditioned mixed ensemble open to anyone with the 
desire to sing and begin a basic study of music fundamentals. Students will learn 
techniques for tone production, including but not limited to: breathing techniques, singing 
posture, and proper diction. Students will learn music theory including note values, 
rhythms, solfeggio, pitch syllables, and Curwen hand signs. Students will sing unison, two, 
and three part music and experience singing in an ensemble. Students will also learn sight-
reading techniques. Middle School Choir will sing a varied repertoire, featuring both 
sacred and secular music representing different historical eras. Repertoire will be suited 
to the ensemble and will provide a challenging and positive learning experience. Students 
will have the option to participate in additional performance opportunities such as solo 
and ensemble and workshops. Students will perform in several required concerts 
throughout the school year.  
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Music Appreciation A ς Grade 7 or Grade 8 

Course ID: MS7831| Semester Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description:  This class is for students who have an appreciation for music but do 
not want to participate in a performance-based course. Students will be introduced to the 
elements of music through the exploration of music theory, composing, and critical 
listening. We will then study the popular styles of American Music (including blues, jazz, 
country, rock, and pop) and how this music reflects on society. Students will understand, 
recognize, and enjoy a wide variety of musical forms, formats, and the various styles of 
music that are present today and throughout history. Note: This course only runs in school 
years beginning in even number years (such as 16-17, 18-19) 

 
 
Music Appreciation B ς Grade 7 or Grade 8 

Course ID: MS7832 | Semester Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description:  This class is for students who have an appreciation for music but do 
not want to participate in a performance-based course. You will be introduced to the 
elements of music through the exploration of music theory, composing and critical 
listening. We will then study the popular styles of World Music and how this music reflects 
cultures around the world. Students will also learn about film music and what goes into 
creating a soundtrack for movies throughout time. Students will understand, recognize, 
and enjoy a wide variety of musical forms, formats, and the various styles of music that 
are present today and throughout history.  Note: This course only runs in school years 
beginning in odd number years (such as 17-18, 19-20) 

 
 
Theater ς Grade 7 or Grade 8 

Course ID: MS7841| Semester Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description:  This 7th /8th grade theater class will last a semester and give the 
students a basic overview of the subject, as well as having several opportunities to 
participate in class performances throughout the semester. Exploring history, 
terminology, stagecraft, and the many other aspects of theatre will take a hands-on 
approach. We will also focus on life-long skills such as a positive work ethic, organizational 
skills, developing the responsibility that come with freedom, developing cooperative and 
supportive teams, and building self-confidence.  Note: This course may only be taken once. 
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RMS Physical Education (PE) and Health Elective Course Descriptions 
 

Physical Education ς Grade 4 

Course ID: LS4060 | Full Year (One Day per Week) 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description:  tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
Researchers have shown that students who participate in regular fitness-based physical 
education (PE) will enjoy enhanced memory and learning, better concentration, and 
increased problem-ǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ 
and development. Regular PE encourages a positive attitude towards self and others, 
which is an important factor in creating a safe and healthy learning environment.  PE 
supports a holistic approach to the development of students by addressing all domains; 
psychomotor (motor skills), cognitive (facts and concepts), and affective (social and 
emotional learning). Physical education is defined as an academic subject that provides 
students with a planned, sequential, K-12 standards-based program of curriculum and 
instruction designed to develop motor skills, knowledge, and behaviors for healthy and 
active living, physical fitness, sportsmanship, self-efficacy, and emotional intelligence. 
Physical education provides unique learning opportunities and also helps to assure that 
students engage in a physically active lifestyle.  

 
 
Physical Education ς Grade 5 

Course ID: MS5018 | Full Year (One Day per Week) 
Prerequisites: None 
  

Course Description: Physical education is a sequential, developmentally appropriate 
education program that provides students with the knowledge, skills, fitness, and 
attitudes necessary to lead a healthy lifestyle. All students will show competence in the 
following six physical education content standards: demonstrate competency in motor 
skills and movement patterns needed to perform a variety of physical activities;  
demonstrate understanding of movement concepts, principles, strategies, and tactics as 
they apply to the learning and performance of physical activities; participate regularly in 
lifelong physical activity; achieve and maintain a health-enhancing level of physical 
fitness; exhibit responsible personal and social behavior that respects self and others in 
physical activity settings; value physical activity for health, enjoyment, challenge, self-
expression, and/or social interaction.  
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Physical Education ς Grade 6 

Course ID: MS6018| Semester 
Prerequisites: None 
  

Course Description:  Physical education is a sequential, developmentally appropriate 
education program that provides students with the knowledge, skills, fitness, and 
attitudes necessary to lead a healthy lifestyle. All students will show competence in the 
following six physical education content standards: demonstrate competency in motor 
skills and movement patterns needed to perform a variety of physical activities;  
demonstrate understanding of movement concepts, principles, strategies, and tactics as 
they apply to the learning and performance of physical activities; participate regularly in 
lifelong physical activity; achieve and maintain a health-enhancing level of physical 
fitness; exhibit responsible personal and social behavior that respects self and others in 
physical activity settings; value physical activity for health, enjoyment, challenge, self-
expression, and/or social interaction.  

 
 
Physical Education ς Grade 6 

Course ID: MS6081/MS6082 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description:   This course will consist of two days a week of circuit training using 
the PPF standards and three days a week of competing in team sports. We will rotate 
sports and circuit training days every two weeks to promote muscle confusion, so that our 
students see gains in their muscular and cardiovascular endurance. Students will be tested 
using the national PPF standards.  

 
 
Physical Education ς Grade 7 

Course ID: MS7081/MS7082 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description: This course will consist of two days a week of circuit training using the 
PPF standards and three days a week of competing in team sports. We will rotate sports 
and circuit training days every two weeks to promote muscle confusion, so that our 
students see gains in their muscular and cardiovascular endurance. Students will be tested 
using the national PPF standards.  
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Physical Education ς Grade 8 

Course ID: MS7881/MS7882 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description: This course will consist of two days a week of circuit training using the 
PPF standards and three days a week of competing in team sports. We will rotate sports 
and circuit training days every two weeks to promote muscle confusion, so that our 
students see gains in their muscular and cardiovascular endurance. Students will be tested 
using the national PPF standards.  
 
 

Advanced Physical Education ς Grade 7 

Course ID: MS7091/MS7092 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description:   This class will provide an opportunity for development of strength 
and conditioning for various sports and fitness related activities. This class will also focus 
on skill development for various team sports throughout the school year. Free weights, 
exercise machines and conditioning activities will be incorporated to promote 
improvement in strength, endurance, balance, agility, and speed. Students will lift on 
Monday and Thursday, do conditioning activities on Wednesday and work on skill 
development for team sports on Tuesday and Friday. Proper technique, safety precautions 
and proper application of the principles of training will be emphasized. A plan to achieve 
goals will be developed and implemented during this year long course. 

 
 
Advanced Physical Education ς Grade 8 

Course ID: MS8091/MS8092| Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description:   This class will provide an opportunity for development of strength 
and conditioning for various sports and fitness related activities. This class will also focus 
on skill development for various team sports throughout the school year. Free weights, 
exercise machines and conditioning activities will be on Monday and Thursday, do 
conditioning activities on Wednesday and work on skill development for team sports on 
Tuesday and Friday. Proper technique, safety precautions and proper application of the 
principles of training will be emphasized. A plan to achieve goals will be developed and 
implemented during this year long course. 
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Strength and Conditioning ς Grade 7 and/or  Grade 8 

Course ID: MS7891 | Semester Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description:  This class will provide an opportunity for development of strength and 
conditioning for various sports and fitness related activities. Free weights, exercise 
machines and conditioning activities will be incorporated to promote improvement in 
strength, endurance, balance, agility, and speed. Students will lift on Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday, with conditioning activities on Tuesday and Thursday. Proper 
technique, safety precautions and proper application of the principles of training will be 
emphasized. A plan to achieve goals will be developed and implemented during this 
semester long course.  

 
 
Strength and Conditioning ς Grade 8 

Course ID: MS8891/MS8892 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description:  This class will provide an opportunity for development of strength and 
conditioning for various sports and fitness related activities. Free weights, exercise 
machines and conditioning activities will be incorporated to promote improvement in 
strength, endurance, balance, agility, and speed. Students will lift on Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday, with conditioning activities on Tuesday and Thursday. Proper 
technique, safety precautions and proper application of the principles of training will be 
emphasized. A plan to achieve goals will be developed and implemented during this year 
long course. Students will be tested on strength and endurance growth once a month.  

 
 
Sports Tech ς Grade 7 and/or  Grade 8 

Course ID: MS7893 | Semester Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description:  This course will focus on team sports, with an emphasis on rules, 
strategy, offensive and defensive play, analysis of sports performance, and sport-specific 
weight training for the improvement of skill.  At least one day per week will be for physical 
conditioning.  Sports Categories: Health-Related Fitness, Net and Wall Games, Target 
Games, Invasion Games, Striking and Fielding Games, Outdoor Pursuits, and Rhythmic 
Activities.   
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Health (High School Credit Course) ς Grade 8 

Course ID: HS6913 | Credit: 0.5 ς Semester Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description:  This course gives students a background in areas of wellness and 
lifestyle choices.  Disease prevention, current health issues, drug and alcohol dangers, and 
first aid are covered.  Also covered are sexual health issues including the benefits of 
ŀōǎǘƛƴŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛǎƪǎ ƻŦ {¢5Ωǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŜƴ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅΦ 
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RMS World Language Elective Course Descriptions 
 

Spanish Culture/Multimedia  ς Grade 6 

Course ID: MS6913| Semester 
Prerequisites: None 

 
Course Description: Explore the 22 Spanish speaking countries of the world! Experience 
the culture of Spain, Central and South America, and the United States through 
vocabulary, research projects, videos, games, music, presentations, guest speakers, crafts, 
and much more! 
 
 

Spanish Culture ς Grade 7 

Course ID: MS6911/MS6912 | Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 

 
Course Description: Explore the 22 Spanish speaking countries of the world! Experience 
the culture of Spain, Central and South America, and the United States through 
vocabulary, research projects, videos, games, music, presentations, guest speakers, crafts, 
and much more! 
 

Cultures of the Spanish-Speaking World ς Grade 7 or Grade 8 

Course ID: MS7911 | Semester Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description: Students will explore the many different cultures of 21 Spanish-
speaking countries.  In this course, students will complete cultural investigations of the 
various Spanish-speaking countries including aspects such as geography and history, 
famous persons and indigenous groups, typical and traditional music, art, and literature, 
and students will complete thorough investigations of the food and celebrations that are 
popular in the different Spanish-speaking regions. Note: This course may only be taken 
once. 

 
 
Spanish 1 (High School Credit) ς Grade 7 or Grade 8 

Course ID: HS3911/HS3912 | Credit: 1.0 ς Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description:  Basic conversational Spanish exploring the basic elements of the 
Hispanic culture through reading, writing, listening and speaking in the target language. 
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Spanish 2 (High School Credit) ς Grade 8 

Course ID: HS3921/HS3922 | Credit: 1.0 ς Full Year Course 
Prerequisites: Spanish 1 

 
Course Description: Continuation of Spanish 1.  Practice and perfection of pronunciation, 
conversational forms and correct grammatical structures. 
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RMS S.T.E.A.M. Course Descriptions 
 

Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Mathematics (STEAM) ς Grade 4 

Course ID: LS4770 | Full Year (One Day per Week) 
Prerequisites: None 
 

Course Description:  Students will engage in exciting experiences involving science, 
technology, engineering, art, and math while learning to problem-solve using critical 
thinking skills and collaboration. Students will brainstorm solutions to a challenge, develop 
a design, build a prototype, test it, and redesign to improve it.  Students will use code to 
program prototypes built using LittleBits building blocks.  Students will utilize STEAM 
vocabulary during classroom challenges: code, algorithm, debug, design, prototype, and 
engineering. The goal of this course is to prepare students for the future by providing 
opportunities to master 21st Century skills. 
 
 

Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Mathematics (STEAM) ς Grade 5 

Course ID: MS5013 | Full Year (One Day per Week) 
Prerequisites: None 

 
Course Description:  Students will engage in exciting experiences involving science, 
technology, engineering, art, and math while learning to problem-solve using critical 
thinking skills and collaboration. Students will brainstorm solutions to a challenge, develop 
a design, build a prototype, test it, and redesign to improve it.  Students will use code to 
program prototypes built using LittleBits building blocks.  Students will utilize STEAM 
vocabulary during classroom challenges: code, algorithm, debug, design, prototype, and 
engineering. The goal of this course is to prepare students for the future by providing 
opportunities to master 21st Century skills. 
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RMS Intervention Support Course Descriptions 
 

These classes may be assigned to students based on academic need.  Academic need is 
determined by State assessments (e.g. M-Step), District assessments (e.g. NWEA, QRI, etc.), 
classroom performance, and/or teacher recommendation.  These courses assigned to a student 
replace an elective course. 
 
Academic Support ς Grades 7 and/or Grade 8 (31a Funded) 

Course ID: MS9957/MS9958 | Full Year Course 
 

Course Description:  Assists students in becoming more successful learners, by continuing 
and completing their studies. Students will be provided opportunities to stay caught up on 
all classwork and studies.  Students will be provided additional learning opportunities and 
will be able to seek help and guidance for course work in all academic areas.  Students will 
be mentored on what it takes to become a successful student. 

 
Math Introduction ς Grade 6 (31a Funded) 

Course ID: MS6161/MS6162 | Full Year Course 
 

Course Description:  Pre-Michigan Standards Support Class 6th Grade Mathematics: The 
goals of pre-teaching are to provide the student with knowledge of the subject matter 
prior to the lesson presented by their regular mathematics teacher.  This class will also 
focus on basic mathematics skills that need re-teaching/reinforcement activities.  The 
student is able to understand the lesson by the teacher because they were already taught 
the lesson in this class.  This gives the student 2 exposures to the lesson.  Student develops 
self-confidence and feels good about their ability to do the math because when the 
teacher presents the information, they already understand the concept and therefore is 
able to follow the lesson, answer questions during class, and demonstrate success in 
homework, quizzes, or tests. 
 

Math Introduction ς Grade 7 (31a Funded) 

Course ID: MS7161/MS7162 | Full Year Course 
 

Course Description:  Pre-Michigan Standards Support Class 7th Grade Mathematics: The 
goals of pre-teaching are to provide the student with knowledge of the subject matter 
prior to the lesson presented by their regular mathematics teacher.  This class will also 
focus on basic mathematics skills that need re-teaching/reinforcement activities.  The 
student is able to understand the lesson by the teacher because they were already taught 
the lesson in this class.  This gives the student 2 exposures to the lesson.  Student develops 
self-confidence and feels good about their ability to do the math because when the 
teacher presents the information, they already understand the concept and therefore is 
able to follow the lesson, answer questions during class, and demonstrate success in 
homework, quizzes, or tests.  
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Math Introduction ς Grade 8 (31a Funded) 

Course ID: MS8161/MS8162 | Full Year Course 
 

Course Description:  Pre-Michigan Standards Support Class 8th Grade Mathematics: The 
goals of pre-teaching are to provide the student with knowledge of the subject matter 
prior to the lesson presented by their regular mathematics teacher.  This class will also 
focus on basic mathematics skills that need re-teaching/reinforcement activities.  The 
student is able to understand the lesson by the teacher because they were already taught 
the lesson in this class.  This gives the student 2 exposures to the lesson. Student develops 
self-confidence and feels good about their ability to do the math because when the 
teacher presents the information, they already understand the concept and therefore is 
able to follow the lesson, answer questions during class, and demonstrate success in 
homework, quizzes, or tests. 
 
 

Study Skills ς Grades 7 (31a Funded) 

Course ID: MS9953/MS9954 | Full Year Course 
 

Course Description:  This class teaches students organization and study skills along with 
giving them extra time to complete work.  The students will spend time organizing their 
own materials, checking in with teachers regarding questions and/or missing 
assignments, and learning skills that will help them in all academic areas.  
 
 

Study Skills ς Grades 8 (31a Funded) 

Course ID: MS9951/MS9952 | Full Year Course 
 

Course Description:  This class teaches students organization and study skills along with 
giving them extra time to complete work.  The students will spend time organizing their 
own materials, checking in with teachers regarding questions and/or missing 
assignments, and learning skills that will help them in all academic areas. 
 
 

Text Analysis ς Grades 5 (31a Funded) 

Course ID: MS5701/MS5702 | Semester Course 
 

Course Description:  Adolescent Critical Reading Intervention (ACRI) is an accelerated 
county-wide initiative based on fifty years of state-of-the-art literacy research, founded by 
Dr. Sharon Russell (University of Michigan) and Dr. Laura Schiller (Oakland Schools). The 
initiative is focused on academic literacy and is designed to bring struggling elementary, 
middle, and high school readers to grade level quickly. 
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Text Analysis ς Grades 6 (31a Funded) 

Course ID: MS6801/MS6802 | Semester Course 
 

Course Description:  Adolescent Critical Reading Intervention (ACRI) is an accelerated 
county-wide initiative based on fifty years of state-of-the-art literacy research, founded by 
Dr. Sharon Russell (University of Michigan) and Dr. Laura Schiller (Oakland Schools). The 
initiative is focused on academic literacy and is designed to bring struggling elementary, 
middle, and high school readers to grade level quickly. 

 
 
Text Analysis ς Grades 7 and/or  Grade 8 (31a Funded) 

Course ID: MS8711 | Semester Course 
 

Course Description:  Adolescent Critical Reading Intervention (ACRI) is an accelerated 
county-wide initiative based on fifty years of state-of-the-art literacy research, founded by 
Dr. Sharon Russell (University of Michigan) and Dr. Laura Schiller (Oakland Schools). The 
initiative is focused on academic literacy and is designed to bring struggling elementary, 
middle, and high school readers to grade level quickly. 

 
 
Advanced Text Analysis ς Grades 7 or Grade 8 (31a Funded) 

Course ID: MS8712 | Semester Course 
 

Course Description:  Adolescent Critical Reading Intervention (ACRI) is an accelerated 
county-wide initiative based on fifty years of state-of-the-art literacy research, founded by 
Dr. Sharon Russell (University of Michigan) and Dr. Laura Schiller (Oakland Schools). The 
initiative is focused on academic literacy and is designed to bring struggling elementary, 
middle, and high school readers to grade level quickly. 
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Richmond High School Scheduling Requirements 
 

Students selecting a schedule must look not only at the graduation requirements but also at their 
Career Pathways and what will help them with their life after graduation.  Students shall use their 
Educational Development Plan (EDP) as a resource for selecting courses related to their career 
plans.  See the counselor if you have forgotten your username and password. 
 
Career Pathways are large groups of careers that share similar characteristics and whose 
employment requirements call for many common interests, strengths, and competencies.  Career 
Pathways can assist you in finding your way among the thousands of different occupations 
available to you.  Following a career pathway makes it easier for you to identify career choices 
and can help you develop a plan on how to prepare for your chosen career.   
 
Educational Development Plans shall be reviewed with the student, parents, and appropriate 
school personnel on an annual basis during the period of course selection.  Students, parents and 
school personnel shall sign the Education Development Plan Review Acknowledgement form on 
an annual basis.   
 
Educational Development Plans shall be reviewed and the acknowledgment form signed by the 
parent prior to enrolling students in virtual-learning, computer-based programs, or reduced 
schedules (as allowed by law).  
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Michigan Career Pathways 
 

Q: WHAT IS A CAREER PATHWAY? 
A: Michigan Career Pathways are broad groupings of careers that share similar characteristics. 
Employment characteristics within each of the six pathways revolve around many common interests, 
strengths and competencies. Michigan Career Pathways provide a useful framework to aid students, 
parents and educators in making meaningful connections to the world of work. The six Michigan Career 
Pathways identify employment opportunities regardless of educational requirements. The desired 
outcomes of Career Pathway preparation are student achievement and ultimately success in a career. 
 

Q: WHY DO I NEED TO UNDERSTAND CAREER PATHWAYS? 
A: Career Pathways can assist you in finding your way among the thousands of different occupations 
available to you. Following a career pathway makes it easier for you to identify career choices. Career 
pathways can help you develop a plan on how to prepare for your chosen career interest area. 
 

Q: WHEN CAN I START LEARNING ABOUT CAREER PATHWAYS? 
!Υ LǘΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻƻ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅǎΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜΗ {ǘŀǊǘ 
Now! 
 

vΥ ²I!¢ !w9 aL/ILD!bΩ{ /!w99w t!¢I²!¸{Κ 
!Υ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΩǎ ǎƛȄ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅs include Arts and Communications; Business, Management, Marketing 
and Technology; Engineering/Manufacturing and Industrial Technology; Health Sciences; Human 
Sciences; and Natural Resources and Agriscience. 
 

Q: HOW DO I DECIDE WHAT CAREER PATHWAYS ARE BEST FOR ME? 
A: Align your personal interests, abilities, and skills to the different career pathways to see what fits 
best. 
 

Q: WHERE CAN I LEARN ABOUT MY INTEREST, ABILITIES AND SKILLS? 
!Υ /ŀǊŜŜǊ /ǊǳƛǎƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΦ !ƭǎƻΣ ¢ŀƭŜƴǘ CǊŜŜǿŀȅ Ƙŀs web sites to explore. 
Ask your teacher, counselor, or media specialist to help you learn to use these tools to find out 
about you. 
 
Q: WHAT ARE SOME OF THE WEB SITES ON CAREERS? 
A: There are several web resources that are linked through the one-stop portal of Talent Freeway. If the 
site asks for a school name and a password, the student should see his/her counselor. These web sites 
include: 
 

¶ Career Explorer ς www.mitalent.org/career-explorer lets individuals assess their skills, explore 
training opportunities, education, and other career resources. 

¶ Career Cruising ς www.careercruising.com, a site-licensed program with comprehensive career 
development for middle and high school students. 

¶ Michigan Virtual University ς www.mivu.org is a portal for Web-based training and course 
catalogs of web courses at Michigan post-secondary institutions. 


